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lated from the coefficient of internal friction were found in all 
cases to be greater for the normal propyl than for the isopropyl 
ethers. G. N. 1,EWjS. 

KURZES R E P E T I T O R I U M DER ORGANISCHEN C H E M I E . Fur Studierende 

bearbeitet von D R . K U R T D A M M A N N . Freiburg in Breisgau: Herdersche 
Verlagshandlung. 1906. (B. Herder, agent, St. Louis.) 1—xiii-f 256 
pp. Price, $1.25 net. 

As its name implies this book contains condensed statements 
of the more important facts in organic chemistry. These are 
arranged, both typographically and as to descriptive matter, in 
convenient form for students preparing for an examination in 
the subject. The book does not purport to be a text-book and, 
consequently, the author contents himself with giving as briefly 
as possible the general formula, methods of preparation, and 
characteristic reactions of the different classes of organic com­
pounds. In small print are given details concerning the im­
portant members of the various classes. The compilation has been 
well done. The convenient size and shape of the book, which 
can be carried in the pocket, the simplicity of its arrangement, 
and the fact that the material which has been inserted has been 
selected with discrimination, will make the book of value for the 
purpose for which it was written. J. F. NORRIS. 

T H E C Y A N I D E PROCESS. By A L F R E D S. M H L S R . New York: John Wiley 
and Sons. 1906. Price, $ 1.00. 

Much has been written describing the cyanide process and its 
chemistry, yet there would seem to be a place for just such a 
little treatise as that here presented. 

The first two chapters contain a general description of the 
process and the elements commonly met with in gold and silver 
ores which interfere with its successful working. Chapter three 
contains the chemistry of the process, methods of analyses and 
instructions for the proper control of the process. 

Chapter four includes methods for the determination of the 
applicability of the cyanide process to the treatment of an ore. 
Chapter five includes suggestions relating more particularly to the 
practical operation of the process, and the book closes with a 
chapter briefly describing some of the numerous modifications 
of the process patented, and otherwise. 

The book is well printed and illustrated. The style is simple 
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and accurate. The writer has, as is indicated in the preface, 
succeeded in writing a " c o m p a c t " and " t o the p o i n t " book. 

W M . HOSKINS. 

THE BECQUKREL RAYS AND THE PROPERTIES OP RADIUM. By R. J. 
STRUTT. New York: Longmans, Green & Co.; London: Edward 
Arnold. 1906. 8vo. Second edition, viii+215 pp. 

The new edition differs bu t slightly from the first, which a p ­
peared two years earlier. A number of eliminations and additions 
have been made in order to bring the book into accord with more 
recent views; the size of the volume remains unchanged. A few 
misprints and erroneous or objectionable s tatements persist from 
the first edition. Thus, it is stated, p . 29, t ha t thor ium has the 
heaviest a tomof any known element. On p. 67, the velocitiesof the 
cathode rays as given in the table should be multiplied b y io10. 
On p . 30 we read "for, if there is any scientific doctrine which is 
established b y experience, i t is t h a t the amount of energy in the 
universe remains strictly the same a t all t imes ." This oft-repeated, 
ex t ravagan t substi tute for the first law of energetics is neither 
"scientific" nor "established b y experience." I t is purely a 
transcendental, metaphysical dic tum. The reviewer's high 
opinion of the book was fully expressed in the review of the first 
edition.1 H E R B E R T N. MCCOY. 
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